how to spell a certain word can look it up in your dic-
tionary and go ahead with a free mind. That is what
we do with English, do we not?"

I was simply astounded! Later, I was arrested and
imprisoned. When I came out of jail, and Bapu followed,
I said to him : "Bapuji, how could you expect me to-
do this thing? Gujarati is not my mother-tongue, nor
have I studied its literature. As for grammar....53

Bapu cut me short and said : "Now look. Have I
said that you are to do the whole thing single-handed?
You are at liberty to seek help from whomsoever you
choose. Make up your mind as to what you want done,
and get it done. I have entrusted this work to you, and
I arn not going to let you off. So, go ahead. Realize
the importance of this work, and turn out a perfect
dictionary, free from all mistakes and with every word
spelt strictly, as it should be. This is your job."

Bapu had spoken. I bowed my head, and prepared
to obey. Remembering the saying : "If a sannyasi (monk)
wants to marry, he should start with allowing the hair
to grow on his shaven pate/3 I tackled Gujarati gram-
mar first. I gathered everything of note that had been
said about Gujarati spelling in the last forty years. I
constituted Mahadevbhai, Naraharibhai and myself into
a committee of three, and plunged into the work. Mahadev
was too busy to help us. For five years, Naraharibhai
and myself toiled and moiled, and at last, with the help
of many kind friends, we succeeded in turning out the
kind of dictionary that Bapu had demanded, and laid
it at his feet.1

1 The work was completed in 1929.
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